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Introduction

The unmasking of Ahmed Huber, the Swiss neo-Nazi convert to Islam, and his role in seeking to bring together Islamists and the far right in Europe and the USA, brought to the fore, and pointed the spotlight on, an unholy alliance which until now has remained mostly in the shadows1. 

During the 1980s and 1990s, Huber, a former journalist, toured the USA preaching that neo-Nazis and Muslims should join ranks against Israel and the Jews. He also spoke at Nation of Islam meetings. In the UK he attended events organised by David Irving and spoke at conferences of Islamist groups 2. In Germany he addressed meetings of the National Democratic Party (NDP) and other neo-Nazis. However, during the 1960s, he had also converted to Islam. Because of his Swiss nationality and closeness to the Muslim Brotherhood, he was appointed a director of the Lugano-based Bank Al Taqwa, the Brotherhood’s bank, the assets of which were frozen by governments after it was revealed that it had been used by Bin Laden to launder Al Qaeda money. 

Spanning all the connections, Huber was also in continuous contact over the years with the Iranian authorities, from whom he indirectly received assistance. In the USA he was in close contact with pro-Iranian activists, such as preacher and journalist Mohammed al Asi of Washington, and with the pro-Khomeini wing of the Muslim Students Association.

Commenting on the imperative for building far right links with Muslims, Horst Mahler of the German NDP stated that: 

‘There is a sense of sympathy, a sense that there is common ground…there are contacts with political groups, in particular in the Arab world, also with Palestinians. That’s a fact that is not being concealed’ 3. 

Summing up the far right’s attitude to Islamists, the late William Pierce noted that:

‘We have a common cause: getting the US government off the back of the rest of the world and getting the Jews off the back of the US government…there is ground for joint action’. 4

Initiatives have not all been one way however. Muslim Islamists, particularly within the Arab world and the Baath party, have also been attracted to far right ideologies, as we shall see. 

It might be thought that neo-Nazis, white supremacists and Islamists have little in common; indeed there is often a mutual antagonism between them. 

One authoritative commentator on German neo-Nazism indeed noted that there were divisions among neo-Nazis on the issue: 

‘Some of them, particularly the grassroots, are traditional racists and they want nothing to do with Muslims. But some of the leaders see potential in this.5
However examination of their ideologies and motivations suggest the contrary. What they both have in common is an adherence to totalitarianism. In finding that they have shared values, the far right and Islamists have therefore cautiously, and sometimes covertly, reached out to each other, finding common ideals in a shared hatred of the western world, the USA, Israel and the Jews. Their contacts over the years have often been disguised and hidden and it is difficult to find reference to them in mainstream media or political life. But the contacts are there and although they do not constitute a majority role in the activities of either, the evidence suggests that they are continuing and developing. 

In the following brief review, I shall examine the ideological kinships, note some of the recent links, and point to future areas of cooperation. 

Nazi Arab Cooperation

During the 1930s and the 1940s, Europe exported totalitarian ideologies to the Middle East, where their most enduring influence has been on Islamists and the Baathists.

Despite Hitler’s personal antipathy towards Arabs, who he once described as lacquered half apes who ought to be whipped, he nevertheless was prepared to work with them and gave shelter, and later assistance, to the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, Haj Amin al-Huseini. Strangely, Hitler’s inner circles were prepared to forgive Huseini for his Arab background on the basis of his blue eyes and Nordic appearance. A so-called racial expert in the Abwehr military intelligence noted that his ‘Caucasian or Aryan blood enables us to expect from the mufti in the future that faithfulness in an ally of which pure Arab blood would be incapable’. 6
The recruitment of Arab soldiers to the German army during the Second World War, although of little strategic importance, was nevertheless an early example of tangible cooperation. The Iraqi uprising of May 1941 surprised the German Supreme Command which had failed to capitalise on a possible opportunity to disrupt the Allied advance. Arab policy was only developed subsequently in response to this, rather than as part of a longer-term strategy to attack the Allies from the rear. As a consequence, the recruitment of Arab volunteers for the Germany army was only a last minute improvisation using Arab soldiers as substitutes for unavailable German combat troops, and the specialised German-Arab formations were committed and squandered in regular combat instead of being the organised spearhead of a joint German/Arab alliance against Great Britain in North Africa and the Middle East. 

Moreover, the Arab factions were themselves bitterly divided. One group followed the Syrian Fauzi Kaikyi, another followed Rasheed Ali the former Iraqi Prime Minister, while a third followed the exiled al Huseini. Nazi attitudes of superiority over the Arabs were ultimately detrimental to morale and their effectiveness as troops. Moreover some of their combat abilities were further undermined by their use in the Russian offensive instead of in the Middle East where these abilities could have been better utilised. Even when they were employed in North Africa, for example in Tunisia, the Arab soldiers recruited into the Phalange Africanie were utilised.  

In the light of this failure, it is interesting to note however continuing advertisements for the pro-Axis Arab war effort in modern-day far right publications. 

Cooperation continued and indeed deepened after the Free Officers revolution in Egypt, which ultimately brought to power Colonel Gamal Abdul Nasser, who welcomed Nazi war criminals to Egypt in the 1950’s and who used their talents to enhance Egypt’s military and intelligence capabilities. Despite the CIA’s secret involvement in making the connections, others were less sanguine. British Prime Minister Winston Churchill warned the House of Commons that the Egyptian army was being ‘aided and trained by Nazi instructors and staff officers in unusual numbers’. 7

The post-War generation of neo-Nazis who reached out to the Arab world were led initially by US ideologue, Francis Parker Yockey, who worked briefly  in Cairo as a writer of antisemitic propaganda for the Egyptian Information Ministry, and whose views would inform later generations of American extremists. 

It was these Nazi and neo-Nazi propagandists employed by Nasser’s regime who did much to influence the view of Jews in the Arab world. Prior to that, they had been regarded as Dhimmis, people of the Book accorded a protected but subservient position in society but seldom subjected to the abuse and repression meted out to them in Christian Europe. 

The Islamist/Nazi Alliance was not only founded on a common hatred of Jews and Israel. There were some in both camps who genuinely believed in a German-Islamic neutrality acting as a third force between the capitalist west and the soviet east, which were increasingly falling into the cold war that was to characterise international relations for the next thirty years.

Paul Berman has noted that it was inevitable that Islamists, Baathists and the far right would link up: they were all ideological cousins of one another. The Baath and the Islamists were two branches of a single impulse, which was Muslim totalitarianism, the Muslim variation on the European idea.  These ‘new’ movements, which developed during the 1920’s, were to establish the old authority in different ways and on a novel basis:

‘it was the ideal of the one, instead of the many. The ideal of something god like, the total state, the total doctrine, the total movement. 8 
Each of the movements adopted the same set of rights and symbols to express that ideal. The European totalitarian movements (nazism, fascism, phalangism) each chose its own monochrome symbol, representing the oneness of authority, such as red, brown, black. Each donned an identical uniform, which was a shirt in either red, brown or black. Similarly, the Baath and the Islamists donned the green uniform of Islam. 

Europe also exported its totalitarian ideologies of the left, but unlike communism which aimed to show its similarities everywhere, it was right totalitarianism, which aimed to show its differences and its deep rootedness in local traditions, that has emerged as the successor. Although Baathism now only exists officially in Syria, following the demise of Saddam Hussein, Baath socialism and can properly be regarded as a branch of the pan-Arab movement, as exemplified by Nasser and other Arab leaders during the 1950s and 1960s. It is based on the same underpinning ideology as Nazism, and goes some way towards explaining why the Pan-Arabists allied themselves with the Axis powers. 

Bernard Lewis quotes Sami al Jundi, the Baath leader: 

‘We were racists, admiring Nazism, reading its books and the source of its thought, particular Nietsche…Fichte, and H S Chamberlain’s Foundations of the Nineteenth Century, which revolves on race’. 9

Baath socialism also revolves around the myth and the man like the European variance. The Arab nations, its leaders’ believed, had been corrupted and polluted and the Baath cultivated manias, particularly about Jews and freemasons, who had corrupted the (Arab) nation of God. 

Although, on the face of it, the Muslim world’s other grand-scale radical movement, the Islamists, seem to be without European totalitarian influences, the reality is the opposite. The hoped-for resurrection of the Caliphate and rule by a single cleric, makes it the ideological cousin of European right totalitarianism. 
The revivalist and fundamentalist nature of Islamism, which seeks a unitary state governed by Sharia alone and extended to all countries where Muslims live, calls for the mobilisation of the Muslim masses. One of the founders of modern Islamist thought, Abdul al-Mawdudi, sought to retain some elements of political consultation in his scheme for governance, but the second leader of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt, Sayid Qutb (who had succeeded its founder, Hassan al-Banna) argued for a dictatorship by religious leaders that would grant political liberties to the (religiously) virtuous alone. He saw democracy and the consultation process as a bankrupt form of government. 

‘In such a (Islamist) state, no-one can regard any field of his affairs as personal and private. Considered from this aspect, the Islamic State bares a kind of resemblance to the Fascist and Communist States’. 10

Qutb believed the Muslims were under attack both from within and without and that offensive jihad was the answer. He believed that the external pressure came from the Christian West (the Crusaders) and the Jews, the same reference used by Bin Laden today. As with other totalitarian rebellions, Qutb’s Muslim Brotherhood was going to rise up in the name of Islam against the liberal values of the west. However, before he could get very far, Colonel Nasser had hanged him and banned the Brotherhood. His younger brother Mohammed and other Brotherhood exiles from Egyptian repression fled to Saudi Arabia, and there married their religious fervour with Saudi Sunni purism. 
That Arab states and Islamists in particular seized on antisemitism is also explained by Lewis. 

‘With rare exceptions, where hostile stereotypes of the Jews existed in Islamic tradition, they tended to be contemptuous and dismissive, rather than suspicious and obsessive. This made the events of 1948 – the failure of five Arab states and armies to prevent half a million Jews from establishing a State in the debris of the British mandate for Palestine – all the more of a shock. As some writers at the time observed, it was bad enough to be defeated by the great imperial powers of the West; to suffer the same fate at the hands of a contemptible gang of Jews was an intolerable humiliation. Antisemitism and its demonised picture of the Jews as a scheming, evil, monster provided a soothing answer.’ 11
The Syrian Baath regime tended to be inward looking ideologically, perhaps a consequence of its closeness to the Soviet Union during the later years of the Cold War. It did nevertheless grant safe-haven to, and use the services of, Nazi exiles such as Alois Brunner, who had served as Adolf Eichman’s deputy and who had been condemned to death in absentia for war crimes by a French court. While there is no record however of neo-Nazis being attracted to Syria, government ministers and the media have continually reproduced Holocaust denial and other antisemitic propaganda. 

It was the Iraqi Baath regime however that did most to welcome neo-Nazis and there are reports of visits to Baghdad by many activists. For example, Michel Sach, a French neo-Nazi, described a visit to Iraq by twenty French neo-Nazis who were received by the Iraqi Information Minister, Abdel Lateef Jassem. In an interview published in the French Liberation, he describes the visit and the inclusion in the group of American Holocaust denial activists, their reception by Saddam Hussein and the portraits of Adolf Hitler they saw on the streets of Baghdad. 

In his interview he stated:

‘They agree Hitler was right to fight against the Jews in World War II. To them, Israel is really the incarnation of the devil.’ 12
The connections continued into the twenty-first century. For example, Hervé Van Laethem, the leader of the Belgian Nation neo-Nazi group, visited Iraq in February 2003, together with a group of Islamists, organised by the French Parti des Musulmans de France, as did Bjorn Bjorkgvist of the Swedish National Socialist Front. Another Swedish neo-Nazi group, Legion Wasa, offered itself to the Iraqi embassy in Stockholm, as volunteers to defend Sudam Hussein. 13

Arab outreach to neo-Nazis was not only carried out by states. The PLO attracted groups like the Wehrsportgruppe Hoffmann in the 1960s and members of the American National Socialist Party in the 1980s. Third positionist groups also sent their members to PLO training camps in Lebanon before the civil war, including the leaders of the National Front from England, after the ‘political solder’ third position faction split from the neo-Nazi majority. 

Tie-ups and linkages on the streets are more difficult to discern as they are seldom advertised but they exist in all European countries and particularly manifested themselves in far right support (both neo-Nazi and third positionist) for the anti-Iraq war campaigns and in anti-Israel demonstrations. Several European security services have recently observed these continuing connections. For example, the Dutch AIVD noted the successful attempts by the Dutch People’s Union (Nederlands Volks-Unie) to link up with Arab nationalists and their involvement in pro-Palestinian demonstrations in       2002. 14  The German Office for the Protection of the Constitution noted the connections in the same year between the National Democratic Party (Nationaldemokratische Partie Deutschlands) and the Islamic Liberation Party (Hizb ut-Tahrir). 15

The racial segregation policies of post-war Nazi groups parallel those of the Nation of Islam and other Black Muslims and their meetings, though infrequent, have had important influences on each others world views, and in particular their views of the Jews. Among the first to reach out was the American Nazi Party leader, George Lincoln Rockwell, who appeared as a guest speaker at a major convention of Elijah Mohammed’s Black Muslims in Chicago in February 1962. There he allegedly told an audience of more than 12,000 that he considered Elijah Mohammed the ‘Adolf Hitler of the black community’. 16 These connections endured, although they have been infrequent. In Britain they have resulted in meetings between the Nation of Islam and third positionists. 
Many sections of the American and European far right hoped for financial assistance as a consequence of their approaches to Arab states. Although earlier writers had spelled out the ideological reasons, others put it more succinctly. 

Writing in his capacity as then Director of the California-based Institute for Historical Review in 1992, Tom Marcellus stated:

‘Sadly, the armour to withstand the enemy’s murderous onslaughts, and the sword with which to slay him, are costly. Our non-profit institute would be financially-pressed to carry out its programme, even without fending off the venomous attacks of a foe, whose resources seem as fast as fafnir’s golden trove…Your contributions of the sword and shield which we must have to carry on and expand the work I’ve talked about here, and to enable these future projects…revisionist outreach to Eastern Europe, the Arab and Muslim world, Japan and East Asia, and South America’. 17

Writing in the pro-Iranian Crescent International in 1994, Michael Hoffman II also called on Muslims not to forget Robert Faurisson and David Irving, implying that they should send financial support; and some did.  18

Neo-Nazi Outreach

David Myatt is an exemplar of the minority among modern neo-Nazis who sees affinities between his ideology and militant Islam. 

A long time neo-Nazi activist who has been involved in many organisations in Britain, he eventually teamed up with Steven Sargent to form the National Socialist Movement after the virtual collapse of Combat 18, which followed the trial and imprisonment of its founding leader Charlie Sargent. Myatt has long provided an intellectual frame for his more muscular colleagues in neo-Nazism and particularly among the openly Hitlerite fringe. Myatt, who allegedly had dabbled with all manner of cults over the years, has tried to draw parallels between his long-term adherence to Nazi ideology and Islam. 
In an interview in 2001, he noted that he had ‘decided to concentrate on Reichsfolk and the aim of rural folk communities together, of course, with striving to form an alliance between Muslims who uphold the true Deen and National Socialists’. 19

Myatt however is not unique but he is very much a fringe figure with little influence and others have been more successful than he.

Amir De Martino is the former Italian far right activist Luigi Martino, a third positionist who converted to Islam and who created bridges between Italian national revolutionaries and the Iranian authorities. In April 1994 he took a group of colleagues from the Orion group to Iran. He now lectures at the pro-Iranian Islamic Centre of England and edits the journal Il Puro Islam. 20

Both Il Puro Islam and Orion are listed as contacts by the Islamic Council for European Defence (Le Conseil Islamique de Defence Europeenne), an umbrella body which brings together Islamists and third positionists. The ICDE is headquartered in Mannheim, Germany and its Iranian affiliate is the Islamic Thought Foundation based in Tehran. 

Another Italian, and a prominent member of its far right, is Claudio Mutti, an admirer of Islamism. His Veltro publishing house publishes the works both of Nazis and fascists, and the writings of the late Ayatollah Khomeini. 

A prominent advocate of links between Islam and the European and American new right is Kaukab Siddique, the editor of New Trend Magazine. Siddique is a lecturer at Lincoln University in Pennsylvania, a black college but his political links have tended to be with David Irving and other Holocaust deniers. He has attended a number of Irving’s Holocaust denial and historical revisionist conferences in America. 21

Another American who seeks Islamist connections is Bill Baker, the former head of the neo-Nazi Populist Party. In a series of lectures entitled ‘More in common than you think’, he has attempted to gloss over theological differences between Islam and Christianity, while at the same time calling on both to join together against Jews. He has even carried his message across the borders to Canada, speaking for example in Toronto to a Muslim conference in January 2004 on ‘Reviving the Islamic Spirit’, which led the Canadian Jewish community to protest. 22
His appearance at a Muslim conference in Florida the previous year, likewise produced an angry exchange between Jewish communal organisations and the local branch of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), and his appearance at the University of Pennsylvania as a guest of the (Muslim Brotherhood-linked) Muslim Students Association in October 2003 drew protests from both students and the local Jewish community. Despite the embarrassment caused to the Muslim organisers of the various events at which he has spoken, he nevertheless is promoted by Muslim groups in America, and his antisemitic book, The Theft of a Nation, is advertised via outlets such as the Washington Report on Middle-East Affairs. 23
Amongst the most prominent Americans taking their message to the Muslim world has been the former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke, who in 2002 gave several lectures in Qatar and Bahrain: one on ‘Zionism in the World’, and the other on ‘Israelis and 9/11’. His host in Bahrain, Mohammed Zuhair of Discover Islam, was clearly aware of Duke’s racist, anti-black background when he stated in interviews that the group ‘knew of Duke’s racists views – among them his belief in the intellectual superiority of people of European descent over dark-skinned people, including Arabs – but they decided they still wanted to hear an American politician criticize Israel’. 24

In a second interview Zuhair stated:
‘we were not thinking along the lines of white supremacy, we did not have that aspect in mind when we wanted to bring him…we focussed on the Zionist issue. Not many people are prepared to speak out against Zionism.’ 25
In Australia, connections can also be discerned. Dr Saad Al Samarai, former Chargé d’ Affairs at the Iraq Embassy, has spoken at meetings of the far right Sydney Forum in company with some of Australia’s leading neo-Nazi figures. However, it has been Frederick Toben who has led the way in contacts with the Muslim world. He has visited Iran on at least one occasion, having been interviewed by Vision of the Islamic Republic of Iran network television service in December 1999 where he was described by the presenter as a German scholar. 26

It might be thought that the Al Qaeda attack on America on 9 September 2001 would have severed any American far right link with Islamists or the Arab world, but some extremists were prepared to applaud it, in a measure of both their disengagement from American society and their feelings of kinship with fellow Jew haters.  

Tom Metzger of the US White Aryan Resistance stated that:

‘For me it is ok if anyone drives a plane into a building in order to kill Jews’. 

He added that he only wished that his comrades possessed half the strength of the suicide pilots. 27

Rocky Suhaida of the American Nazi Party allegedly voiced similar opinions, and Martyn Lindstedt of the Missouri Militia said he thought it would be a good start if Arab terrorists had stolen one hundred jumbo jets and crashed them into the Supreme Court, Congress, the FBI and all the television stations. 28

One neo-Nazi, talking to fellow neo-Nazis, pointed out to them the strategic necessity of continuing to align themselves with the Muslim world:

‘While it isn’t safe to openly support Al Quaida, or Ossama, there have already been underground Alliances formed against the World Menace of Jewry between revolutionary NS Cells and Muslim radicals. Many hardcore Muslims even support Adolf Hitler’s ideals. History even tells us that Arabs helped the Axis during the Second World War…the Muslims were not attacking white Americans in 9/11 but the Jew-Zionist system which is enslaving them in the Midcast, just like has been done to us in America and Europe.’ 29 
Reaction among neo-Nazis in the rest of Europe and Russia were similar. Russian extremist ideologues such as Alexander Dugin applauded the humbling of America.

Using each others’ literature
If the actual face-to-face meetings and conferences are difficult to find, the use within the Arab world of neo-Nazi literature is easier to discern. For example, the Egyptian Al-Sha’b newspaper, which had reflected the views of the Egyptian opposition party Al-Amal (Action Party) and the pre-revolutionary fascist movement (Misr al-Fatat), but which now tends to reflect those views of the Muslim Brotherhood, hired the Stockholm-based Holocaust denier Ahmed Rami as a correspondent. His work for the paper was reviewed by two Israeli researchers Esther Webman and Sara Rembiszewski. In their paper they analylze Rami’s interview with Otto Ernst Remer, the post-War German neo-Nazi activist, a founder of the Sozialistische-Reichspartei and later a military consultant to Colonel Nasser. They point out that it is hardly surprising that Al-Sha’b serves as the forum for such interviews given its promotion of the idea of Jewish domination, of world manipulation and Holocaust denial as they fit with the ideology of Arab nationalist and Islamist movements. They observed that the coming together of these ideologies, neo-Nazism, Arab nationalism and Muslim revivalism serve each other’s interest and bolster each other’s ideologies and world view. 30
Ernst Zundel, the German Holocaust denier domiciled in Canada, has been a prolific advocate of closer contact with the Arab world, most notably in his Zundel-grams, his sometimes daily email postings that continued after his incarceration by the Canadian authorities. Before his arrest and imprisonment, he put out a call:
‘We intend to cross-fertilise the Arab-Zionist struggle with information of use to the victims of Zion – the poor, abused, displaced and tortured Palestinians. If people want to see what cold, uncouth barbarian racism looks like these days, they shouldn’t come to us! The Washington Report on Middle East Affairs is a fine place to start! It’s on-line. Try it!’ 31

In an earlier posting, he had noted that a real progress was being made in promoting denial in Arab countries, and over the Internet.

‘My attorney informed me at the end of January that on February 5 (1998) the largest booksellers convention in the Arab world was supposed to take place. I know of the controversy that had been ignited through the book “The Founding Myths of Israeli Policy” authored by ex-Communist Garaudy, now converted to the Islamic faith. Garaudy had taken much information out of the book by my attorney, Barbara Kulaszka (Did Six Million Really Die? – Report of the Evidence in the Canadian False News trial of Enrst Zundel – 1988) and had also made use of thoughts and points made by the distinguished “Dean of Revisionism”, France’s Dr Robert Faurisson, without mentioning his name or giving him credit… as it so happened, Garaudy and his wife, born in Palestine, had been invited by the Egyptian minister for culture and information to come to Egypt. There he did a One-Hour television show on the official Egyptian government channel on the themes of “Gas Chambers” and the “Six Million”. I knew all about that. As often happens in my life, there is a shortcut from idea to action, and thus a way was found to send an Arab-speaking revisionist Ahmad Rami, now living in Sweden, to Cairo with the message of our work. Rami took along several suitcases of books, along with thousands of business cards, printed in Arab and English. Additionally, he had printed thousands of flyers in both languages in Egypt, which were distributed by four people at the Booksellers Convention. 32
As a consequence of having made the connection, Rami was subsequently interviewed in the Egyptian semi-official newspaper Al-Ahram which also favourably reviewed Kulaszka’s book. He was also interviewed in the Arab weekly Al-Sha’b and on a French-language transmission of Radio Tehran International. 
Zundel himself was subsequently asked to broadcast and to supply the Iranian authorities with names and phone numbers of other leading deniers for future interviews. 

The mutual reinforcement that exists between neo-Nazi propagandists and Islamists and Arab states often manifests itself in the reproduction by one group of another groups’ publications, or reference to them, sometimes without citing the original source. This is perhaps to avoid the embarrassment that public exposure of the links would bring. For example, the American christian identity group, Church of True Israel, publishes a map of the threat of ‘the Jewish conspiracy’ on its website. The same map, which graces many editions of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, was sourced to the London-based International Islamic Federation of Student Organisations publication ‘Jewish conspiracy – the Protocols of Early Learned of Zion’s’. 33
Quoting prominent Nazi sympathizers, without reference to their backgrounds, is a commonplace in the Middle East. The Iranian media, for example, used Robert Faurisson when it invited comment on the French government’s ban on the Hizbollah-owned Al Manar TV, providing him with the opportunity to attack Jewish organisations in France, but without revealing his notoriety. 

‘because Jews, in a certain way, are used to treating the French as they treat Palestinians. The difference is that Palestinians refuse to obey the Jews, whereas the French obey the Jews, once more because of the Big Lie of the “alleged” Holocaust, in which unfortunately they seem to believe. The alleged “Holocaust” of the Jews is the sword and the shield of the Jewish tyranny all over the world. Destroy it!’ 34
Iranian viewers would not have been aware of Frederick Toben’s German conviction for Holocaust denial when he was interviewed on television. He was described as a human rights campaigner who had fallen foul of the German authorities. In presenting him to the audience, the presenter referred to him as ‘a German scholar of Australian origin who is visiting Tehran’. Although Toben went on to state that: ‘the crime which I, along with realistic researchers in Western countries, have committed is that we have not made our scholarly research consistent with the Zionists ‘viewpoint’. 35

William Pierce, among the foremost post-War ideologue’s of the far right, was also given air time on Iranian radio, without any reference to his background. His speeches were then subsequently transcribed and published in hard copy format. 36

The above however have only been occasional occurrences. A more consistent link is that between Michael A Hoffman II and various Islamist outlets. For example, the pro-Iranian Crescent International, published jointly in Canada and the UK and with a world-wide leadership, frequently carries his material, as does the pro-Muslim Brotherhood website MSANEWS, and the pro-Hamas newspaper Palestine Times, published in the UK. 

MSANEWS has occasionally carried material from Pierce’s National Alliance, reproducing, for example, his call to the government of Israel to cease its ‘barbaric treatment of the people whose land it occupies illegally a total end to American economic and military aid to Israel, an apology to the people of Lebanon’, etc. 37 Despite the violent nature of Aryan Nation’s rhetoric an the embarrassment of reproducing Nazi texts, for which some readers must have criticized them, the material has just been too ‘good’ for them to ignore. 

Nevertheless, in 1998 MSA News stated that they would no longer re-publish material from Aryan Nations and other Nazi sources as ‘the level of victory has surpassed all civic bounds, and we are not going to hold our Muslim community hostage to narrow and racist views.’ 38  But yet again this was an example of the recycling of each other’s material, as the original Aryan Nation’s text had been sent to MSANEWS by Mohammad Jalal-Abadi of the London-based Bangladeshi Muslim Literary Circle. 
The use of each other’s literature also emerges in the range of books sold in Muslim bookshops. These regularly sell the main tracts of the far right. For example, Al Hoda bookshop in London’s Charing Cross Road for years had on its book shelves ‘The Zionists, a 1950’s far right ideological to be written by George W Armstrong, imported into the UK by one of the oldest distributors of far right literature, Don Martin of Suffolk. 

Most Muslim bookshops in the UK have sold versions of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion at one time or another during the past twenty years and one even carried adverts for the Arabic version of Hitler’s Mein Kampf in its shop window, until forced to withdraw it after a press exposé. The same edition of Mein Kampf turned up in the Mosque in Mannheim, Germany. 39
Use of the Internet

If it is easier to promote each other’s literature, it is on the intrnet that the exchanges manifest themselves most frequently. The capacity of the world-wide web to allow cross-fertilisation, to promote extremism and particularly antisemitism, with little or no censorship, or the application of sanctions, is the subject of much public concern, and indeed inter governmental conferences. Governments have now agreed to focus precisely on the way in which antisemitism, racism and hatred are promoted in cyberspace by the wide range of players, but most notably neo-Nazi groups, Islamists and some Arab states. 
The previously noted MSANEWS has continually reproduced material that originates with European Nazi groups and third positionists. One example from many was the reproduction of an advert for a Holocaust denial conference: 
‘Call to Palestinians from revisionists or historians… I received this call for cooperation with Revisionist Historians from McKenzie Pane. The message is intended for Palestinians in general… please note that the Revisionist Historians of Europe and North America are not the same as the post-Zionist Revisionist Historians who participated in the occupation of Palestinian land… whatever you have heard about them, though, they are scholars, scientists and historians of the highest calibre who could walk shoulder to shoulder with you to destroy the founding myths of Israel.‘ 41 
MSANEWS has also reproduced postings from the UK-based third positionist group, the International Third Position, and vice versa. An example from many was the following advert posted in 2000:
‘Dear friends for justice and peace, we at FC (Final Conflict) magazine have a catalogue of books and booklets which include many on Zionism, revisionism, anti-Usury, etc. If you would like to receive a list of titles, please send us an email: final conflict@biog.pipex.com. For Palestine! 42
The UK-based Muslim Public Affairs Committee is another Islamist group that offers a platform for far right ideology and promotes antisemitism via its website. This has included the antisemitic writings of Michael Hoffman II and David Irving. 

In France, the Hizbollah representative, Nidal Hamadé, was associated with the far right website www.voxnr.com, formerly Unité Radicale, for which he wrote. Another French third positionist associated with pro-Iranian factions is Jacques Borde, who is linked to the www.geostrategie website.

Until its closure in 2003, the United Arab Emirates-based Zayed International Centre for Coordination of Follow-up, which acted as a think-tank for the Arab League, was also a regular promoter of neo-Nazi material. Their output spanned the range from David Irving to Lyndon La Rouche and pursued an outreach campaign in an attempt to make contact with any activist prepared to promote antisemitism, anti-Zionism and Holocaust denial, as well as Nazi ideology. 

Holocaust Denial Conferences

As noted, a shared concern has always been the denial of the Holocaust. A series of conferences, both successful and aborted, have taken place over the years which have brought together players from each side. 

The Institute for Historical Review was always able to attract speakers from the Muslim world. Among the first was Issah Nakleh of the Pakistan-based World Muslim Congress, whose Director Dr Inamullah Kahn, actively promoted denial and the Protocols of the Elders of Zion and who, with Saudi funding, maintained contacts with a range of American white supremacist organisations. Nakleh also participated in the internet-based denial conference organised by the Washington DC-based Barnes Review in June 2002. Other participants were Gemar Rudolf, Fredrick Toben and Said Arikat, a Palestinian lobbyist.  43

Attempts by organisers on both sides to meet in Europe or even the Middle East for denial conferences however have generally proved unsuccessful. The denial conferences organised by Nuovo Ordine Europeo in May 2002 in Trieste, Italy were frustrated by the Italian authorities, who refused to grant a visa to an Iranian participant, Ahmad Soroush Nejad. Likewise, a series of five further conferences due to have been held in various other places in North East Italy between 2001 and 2002 were also frustrated by the authorities, as was the aborted conference on ‘Historical Revisionism and Zionism’ to have been organised in Beirut in March 2001 by Ibrahim Alloush. 
Conclusions

It is in cyberspace that links will continue to be made, it is here that anyone can publish virtually what they want without fear of sanction, at least for the moment. And the most common theme that will bind neo-Nazis and the Arab world will continue to be Holocaust denial. Both, for their own reasons, need to remove the stain of Nazi genocide. The former because it stands in the way of achieving any popular support; the latter because they believe there would have been no reason to create a homeland for Jews if it had not happened. 

What therefore emerges from this brief review is that there are clear and consistent links and patterns, but that such contacts that did exist in the 1930s and 1940s, and in the post-Second World War era, have been subordinated to the main historical movements and trends. 

What started as kinships between totalitarian ideologies, Baathism and the Islamism on the one hand, and Fascism and Nazism on the other, never totally dominated the outlook or actions of either. Rather, each tended to use the other for short-term ends. In part this was a consequence of strategy, but it was also because each sought an internally focused revolutionary renewal, rather than a universalist one.

The ideologues on each side who believed in longer-term alliances, were never able to translate the perceived links into anything really solid. Europe has firmly rejected its totalitarian past and even the Arab world has only the Syrian Baathist regime left after the fall of Saddam Hussein, and that is now under pressure to reform. This particular link therefore appears to have no future.

Islamists rule only in Iran, if Sudan is excluded; elsewhere they constitute an opposition, albeit a potent one, but which anyway is more intent on taking over established regimes which are perceived to have failed or which insufficiently adhere to Sharia law. Contact with neo-Nazis therefore serves only a minor propaganda aim, and is one which they wish to keep hidden anyway, given the major diplomatic pressures currently exerted upon them.

The Nazi-Arab relationship came to nothing in the Second World War and attempts to resurrect it in the post-War years have been marginal. What has characterised any relationship therefore, is opportunism. Nasser’s Egypt needed military and propaganda help and Nazis needed a safe-haven. Any relationships thereafter were based not so much on ideological kinship as a common hatred of Jews and Israel, globalisation and the spread of Western and particularly American influence. Thus they have focused on providing each other with anti-Jewish propaganda and promoting Holocaust denial as a way to de-legitimise Israel’s place in the Middle East. 
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